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communist Party Program — 


26 Noverber 1948. 


1. The Central Committee held an "action conference" for KPOe offictale on 
26 Novenber 1948 in Vienna IX, Wesagasse 10. Theodor Maller and Friedl 
Fuernberg spoke at the corifference. The following progrem was allegedly 
proposad: 


a, Fight against oppesition within the Party. 


b. Attacks on members of the Austrian Government by means of "docunents" 
exposing past misdeeds of government officials , 


e, Strike preparations, Including organizational vork in the trade unions, 


d. Split of the SP0e by inciting former Schutebund members to rebel against 
present SPOe leadership, 


Z9X1A 13 Deconbor 1948 


26 ee eee! «- be close to the Contral Committees of the KPOs reports 
that current KPOe policy is keyed to a unanimous decision reached in converss= 
tions behind the seenes at the Fourteenth Party Congress in November 1948. 
There it was decided that, despite Soviet misdeeds in Austria, "Socialism is 
impossibla without the Soviet Union." This decision governed KP0e policy on 
the Yugoslav question and on the line to be followed in future KP0e propa gends, 


Another key principle decided at the Fourteenth Congress was emphasis on the fl 
wage question in propaganda in the trade unions and factories. In this con- 
nection, source has noted that Communist employees of USIA plants visit non- / 
USTA plants heads gher pay vouchers to the non-USIA : 
25X1A employees, of radical changes in inmediate Party 
+ plans, 
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. Comyur ‘st Party Finances 
7 December 1948 


3. On 7 December 1948, Baar, editorcf Der Abend, tol: [lermann Wenkart of the 
' association of Former Concentrat.on-Camp. Inmates (Ii«Verband) thet about: 
1 December 1948, the KPOe receiv:i a cubsidy of sev ral hundred thousand 
schillings from Cominforn headqurt ers for a so~eal' ed active battle fund 
(aktiver Kampffond). Basr indica .1 that instructions for use of these 
funds had beon transmitted by a Ihivarian musietan.: | 


Werkschut- 


22 December 1948 . | 


4. On 22 December 1948, General Fried sh Franek, in .is| capacity of Werksehutz 

advisor for the KPOe, met with USIA ‘rector iMaleiin at USIA headquarters, 
As a result of this confereace, a ce of instruct .ons|for Werkselmtz unit 
leaders was drawn up,which will serv as a basie Urettive for provincial 
and district Werkechutz offices. A i‘striet lectorship (Bezirksleitung) of 
the Werkschutz will corruspond to a \0e district leadership; for exarple, 
Marschall, Werksehutg Irader iv. Vie1. V, is a, uae edme time deputy chief 
of the KP0e district leadershin in “lenne V.* 


Cory amist Party Schnol 


12 November 1948 


5. A Gonrunist Party school ‘s reporte to hate been instituted during the 
month of November 1946 33 Kirehschi » in tro Whelviertel. for the instrue- 
tion of Commmists from 'arious locr: ities in Uper Austria, Anong those 
attending was Erist Art.-r, a repre:satative of KPOe Incel leadership 
(Crtegruppenleiting) jz iled, Upper iustria; he resides in Ried, Brauhausgasse 


o 


Communist Varty Press 
25x1X Late December 5°21 te zarly nary 1949 
6, The foj*-“ing items all deal with the tustrien Conymist press: 


ae largeegiale bok transactions vecently initirted by the KP0a a 

Jv Ll ott re to 
_3@ headed ty Tibor Barta, who has ‘een named genw2l director of the 
book sellii): project by the Central Committee, "+ Barta, who is about 
50 years o}t, arrived in Austria from exico ‘at tii beginning of 1947. 


b. The newspa;: Welt am Montag has hitherto been pri: ied by Globus Verlag 
with an ave:age printing of 180,000 sopies. Recenily Globus was informed 


ty the publ shed of Welt an Montag tiat he intended o turn over printe 
| ing of the iowspaper to another printing firm. | 


25x1X PR coment: rcscibty the pianist naith Farnadd. | 
25X1A MEL. coments Marschall was mentionod previously in a -: a KPOe 


liaison officer, 


25x16 EE coment: Se — 2BX1A 
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Reports of the poor financie] status of Globus continue to circulate, 
Glioebus hes not peid rent to the Soviet for several months on a house 
rented by the firm in Vienna IV, Lambrechtgasse 16, It is reported 
that the Soviets ara adapting a warehouse in Atagersdorf, Lower Austria 
to house a printing firm; according to rumors circulating at Globus, 
this new printing firm will eventually take over the printing of the 
Volkestizme, Qesterreichische Zeitung, and the Soviet Army newspaper, 
Ze Chest" Rediny. Printing presses have been brought to the warehouse 
from Germany and are allegedly now being put into working condition by 
"Victoria" Maschinenuerkstaetten Robert Reichl, Vienne VII, Schotten- 
feldgasse 63, 


The following are further details on the financial status of Globus, 
contained another report by the same source: In early December 19/5, 
Globus made an unsuccessful attempt to obtain a credit of 300,000 
schillings from the Arbeiterbank to cover the most important finrneiel 
obligations of Globus. In mid-December 1948, the Christmas bonus for 
Globus workers was cancelled by order of General Director Gruenberg; 
the bonus money, whieh had already been inserted in pay envelopes, was 
returned to the cashier's office. 


Sinee the beginning of December 1948, the "Buecherschvemme", a booxstore 
operated by Globus,* has teken in between 4,000 to 10,000 schillings 
per day on the sale of books. Since the stocks of books are large and 
are offered at cheap prices, sone Austrian bookdealers have been buying 
in large lots for resale. Globus plans te open bookselling offices in 
every district of Vienna; it is hoped in this way to raise considerable 
funds, 


Further dismissal. notices to workers and office employees of Globus vere 
reported on 1 January 1949. Office employees notified on 1 January were 
to be dismissed on 31 March 19493 other office employees who received 
notices in December 1948 will be diemissed on 15 February 1949; workers 
are given fourteen days notice, 


Karly in January 1949, Globus was presented with a bill for construction 
by the Neve Zeit printing firm in Linz-Urfahr, amounting to 6,000 sehill- 
ings, At a Globus staff meeting held to discuse this matter, 1t was 
agreed that the various provincial printing firms operated by Globus are 
almost completely unprefitable, At the same meeting, a complaint was 
voiced that provincial seles of Commnist nevspapers are decreesing, 


Corsmnist Front Organi zetion 


as a we, Wings 


Undat Presumably December 1948 


7. 


The KPOe is pushing the formation of an Association of Independent Sport 
Clubs (Verband Unabhaengiger Sportverbaende) which is to be the Communist 


counterpart to the Union-Sportverband (People's Party) and the ASKOe 
(Socialistesponsored sport club). While officially independent end non 
partisan, the association will in fact be used for political ends. Accord 
ing to statements of Nettel and Frau Kaufmann, editors of Der Abend, the 
KPOe has neglected the sport field and now must exploit it as a more or less 
open neans of giving physical training to young Communists end Party funce 


tionarics, 


Jettel said explicitly that the projected sport association would 


serve to train shock troops, 
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Relationships between the KOPe and Verious Individuals 


25X1X November 1948 


8. A relative of Friedl Fuernberg, General Secretary of the KPOe, told source 
that during November 1948 Fuernberg had lost ground to Heinrich Duermayer 
as the "coming man" in the eyes of the Soviet Communist Party*, 


13 December 1048 
9. The following items come from | to be clos@ to the Centra 14 
Committee of tie KP0e: 


4, The position of Ernst Fischer in the KOPe is a strong as ever.## There 
is unanimity at the top Party level, according to source, on all matters 
of polisy, Any existing opposition to the Party leadership is scattered, 
unorganized, and not regarded as dangerous, 


b. Stadtrat Dr. Viktor Matejka and Kunst, a KBO0e trade union leader, were 
both severely rebuked by Party leaders for "failing to work closely — 

enough with Party leadership.” Kunst was told he hed been " smothered" 
by Seelalist trade union representatives, ### . 


e,. The Central Committee considers General Friedrich Franek a lukevarn 
collaborator. ###* Although Franek knew Ernst Fischer in the USSR and 
has received Soviet briefing on the line of action he is to pursue, he 
has been careful to accept as little responsibility as possible, His 
work with the Werksehmtz is of an advisory nature, end he avoids allow 
ing his name to be associated with this or any other specific KP0e pro~ 
ject which night prove unsuccessful. The Central Committee believes 
Franek to be a nationalist who would fall away from the KPO0e in a crisis, 


d. The KP0e considers Baron l‘anfred Meuthner-liarkhof to be a shrewd and 
reasonable businessman whose connections with the Central Committee ara 
non=-nolitical , F#s es Meuthner Markhof ATladaAly helaawaea thak Anat-rian 
industry will greatly need mavicets in eastern Durope after the conclusion 
of a peace treaty, and he is supposedly establishing contact with KPUe 
leaders and economic specialists in order to derive a better bargaining 
position in respect to Balkan and Central European markets, Source had 
the impression that Mauthner-llarkhof's overtures to the KPOe were tacitly 
backed by Austrian industrial circles, 


25X1A PR coe: This sounds very mich like a subjective opinion; it is not 
clear how Fuernberg or iis relatives would learn how he stands with the Soviet 
CP, The informant may have meant that Fue $ ing with thes me 25X1A 
occupational authorities had deteriorated, omment: In S5X1A 
25X1A it was had learned from a relative of Fuernberg 
that Fuernberg aiten trom Soviet favor, This report, however, was graded 
25X1X nd was considered as contrery to othar reports. 25X1/A 


25X1A PR cone: During the spring and’ surmer of 1948, several reports were 


ved indicating that Fischer's influence in the k s waning, end that 
he was in disfavor with Soviet authorities. See ~20X1A 
25X1 Ans Comment: This is possibly Willi tral Committee momber, 
25X1A omments It was reported in that the KpOe Central 951A 
ee ttee ad to force Matejka's resipnation as Stadtrat. 


Franek's connection with the KPOe has been frequently reported 


'25X1A “ae 
25X1 Ake onmonts 
ported, 
ra aang “9 
DEN Tine 


Approved For Release sifiOeey Ot aoe apcinssrnonseausenan 


Maw Jorkhof's contacts with the KPOe have frequently 


See * 
were 


25X1A 


25X1 


25X1A 


Approved For Release 2001/03/22 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002500480007-9 


or CONFIDENT, §~=— aga 


GENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
we on 


4.Decembar 1048 


10. An employee at the KPOe Central Committee building clains to have seen 
Nationairat Vinzenz Schumy (People's Party) in the building on 4 December 
1948 for conferences with members of the KPCe Vienna headquarters, Accord= 
ing to an informant déscribed as a businessman with secret Communist 
sympethies, another People's Party (OeVF) Natilonalrat, Dr. Otte Scheff, 
despite his anti-Commnist reputation, is now seeking to establish good 
relations with the KPCe. Reportedly Scheff has tempered his views aboub 
Communism as a result cf frequent official dealings with Soviet officers 

in Moedling, 


43 December 1948 


ll. The KP6e policy in regerd to Erwin Seharf is ——EEEEEEEes BPR A 


25X1A 


Ge 


vo. 


harsh ete: a f n etieal differences ween the 
KPOe and the left wing Socialists, the KP0e was helping to distribute - 
Der Neue Vorwmerts, the new Scharf newspaper, just as it helped 

if 


ry 


distribute Scharf's original par sht about his explusion 
from the Socialist Party. the defection of Erv¥OxX1A 
Scharf from the SP0e has deprived the SP0e of some strength in US 


plents. He notes, for example, the following incident at the USIAecone 
trolled Goerz optical plant, whieh has 819 workers, not including office 
personel, of whom about 400 are KPOe nembers: Ries, trade union leader at 
Goerz, was once e Communist but is now a Socialist and enjoys nuch 
personal popularity, After a recent workers!’ meeting in which Ries 
attacked Seharf, KPCa members at Goerz launched a drive for signatures 

on # protest against Ries’ attitudes they collected over 600 sipnatures.® 


on 13 December 1948, Erwin Scharf had an 
inportant meeting in his home in Vienna XVI, Bruesslgasse 33, with Erast 
Becher and Karl Altmann to discuss Seharfts current collaboration with 
the KPOe and his eventual coslition with it.** Tischer and Altmann 
prorised financial support for Scherf's newspaper, Der Neve Vorwae By 
and agreement was reached that Scharf could best serve the KPOe for the 
present within the framework of his own party. Fischer explained that 
KPGe strategy envisaged simultaneous attacks on the People's Party (OcVP) 
and the Socialists, Scharfts job would be to atteck the Socislist leader. 
ship, while cerefully selected KP0e members would converge on the OeVP. 
The latter campeign would be an attempt to attract dissident and oppor= 
tunistic members of tho OeVP, from whom the KPOe might obtain derogatory 
information about prominent OeVP personalities. In return for such 
information, the KP0e would offer the possibility of seeurlty and a job 
in the event of a Communist putsch. 


25X1A BE conient: Since Goerg is a Soviet-controlled plant, it is possible 


that an element of intimidation may have entered into the collection 
of signatures. 


25X1 AE Commons eae meeting of Scharf and 
Baron Mauthnerel‘arkhot on morning o December 1948 to discuss the 


financing of Scharf's activities; this report, which is allegedly based 
on a statement by an employee of the Central Comittee, 
. 25X1X 


coir lll 
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December 1948 
25X1A 2, 


states 

: 6 who are considered unreliable is now circulate 
ing in the Centrel Committee building, The list consists mostly of names 

of members and officials branded as "nationalists", residing for the most 
part in Upper Austria arid Salzburg, Dr. Hagentuehner, Fuchs, and Muliner, 

all from Upper Austria, and Weingierl and Buschovsky, both of Salzburg, 

figure on the list. 


Miscellancous Personality Notes 
December 1948 


13, The following items were all allegedly obtained from an employee at the 
Central Committee, 


a Friedl Fuernberg, Uder, and Dr. Josef Rosner attended a Communist . 
Congress in Sofia. They were gone from 14 to 20 Cetober 1948 .* 


b, Franz Marek and Gottlieb Fiala rapresented the KPGe Central Committee 
at Polish CP celebrations in Warsaw at an unspecified date, ** 


c. On 12 December 1948, a meeting took place at the home of General Franek 
in Vienna III, Modenaparks thos:attending vere Franek, Mauthner~ 
Markhof, and Central Committee members Josef Lanscher and Otto Horn, 


Late December 1948 


14. The following miscellaneous items all come from | 25X1A 


a. Sehiller, an employee of Globus Verlag, visited Moscow in Novenber 19483 
the reason for his visit is not Imow, 


b. Dr, Hedda Salzer, lawyer, with an office in Vienne I, Stubenring 14, _ 
was recently made a legal advisor to the KPGe, 


25, December 1°28 


15, An unimown informant, possibly within the KP0e provincial leadership for 
Land Salzburg, stated that liaison between KPOe headquarters for Land 
Salzburg and the German Communist Party (KPD) is carried out vy Dr. Ferdinand 
Knoll, At presont, Knoll is attempting to get himself appointed Austrian 


consul in Bavarias he is supported in this attempt by the Central Committee 
of the KPGe, 


25X1A 


25X14 I corona: A Commrist named Rosner was mentioned ee as being 20X1A 
scheduled to make a trip to Bulgaria in December 1948. The HKosner of 
however, appeared to be identical with Jakob Rosnor aliaa Karl or Fri 


25X1A RN corre: Fiala is vice-president of the Austrian Trade Union 


\SSociavion, 


25X1A ME <n: A Richard Setmeller is shown as an editor of the Volisstimme 
on a list of Globus employees contained in our files. The list does not 


e 


25X1A i:tade anyone nemed Schiller. Comment: Thies Richard Semeller 
has now been named editor-in-chie feity firm in Ling-Urfehr which 
‘publishes Linger Tegeszeitune, Se cee 
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